
LEARN ABOUT SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

"Go and baptize all the nations, teaching them to fulfill all that I have commanded you" (Mt.
28,19-20).


(PLEASE STUDY THESE QUESTIONS FOR THE NEXT CLASS WITH FATHER RAFAEL)


1. WHY DOES THE CHURCH BAPTIZE? 
Because Our Lord Jesus Christ when he ascended to Heaven entrusted to his disciples 
nothing less than the salvation of all humanity.  He said go and Baptized all peoples in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.


2. WHAT ARE THE OLD RITES BEFORE BAPTISM? 
In Palestine, at the time of Jesus Christ, John appeared, the relative of the Lord, baptizing in 
the Jordan River, urging the Jews to repent of their sins: "Repent because the Kingdom of 
Heaven has arrived ... I baptize you in water for the conversion "(Mt.3,2; 1 l). Those baptized in 
the Jordan River by St. John, only in the water, did not have and do not really have any efficacy 
to forgive sins: they were and are at most a figure, a preparation for the true Sacramental 
Baptism instituted by Jesus Christ.


3. WHEN WAS THE BAPTISM WAS RAISED TO THE RANK OF SACRAMENT? 
Saint John the Baptist declared: "He who comes after me is stronger than I, and I am not 
worthy to untie his sandals, he will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire." (Mt.3,11)

One day, among the crowd that came to be baptized in the Jordan, Jesus appeared and before 
the astonishment of the Baptist, he also asked to be baptized "not because he would have had 
need to be purified - St. Augustine tells us - but to purify the waters baptismal with the contact 
of their divine flesh and communicate to them the virtue of purifying those who were baptized 
afterwards ".

That was, according to the Fathers of the Church, the moment when baptism, inviting 
conversion, was elevated to the rank of Sacramental Baptism, with all the efficacy conferred by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.


4. WHAT ARE THE SACRAMENTS OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION? 
Baptism is part of what the Church calls Sacraments of Initiation. Following the analogy of the 
natural life, which has an origin, a growth and needs a sustenance, the Christian is born to the 
life of Grace by Baptism, grows by Confirmation and is nourished and strengthened by the 
Eucharist.


5. WHAT IS BAPTISM? 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church in its number 1213 thus defines Baptism: "it is the 
foundation of the whole Christian life, the portico of life in the Spirit and the door of access to 
the other Sacraments." By Baptism we are freed from sin and regenerated as children of God, 
we become members of Christ and participate in his mission. "


6. WHY IS IT TALKED THAT BAPTISM IS A NEW BIRTH? 
The keyword of the definition is "regenerated", that is, we are generated again, born again. 
Indeed, when the Pharisee Nicodemus, at night, visits Jesus Christ, he receives the following 
news from the Lord: "Truly, I say to you, no one can see the Kingdom of God unless it is born 
again, from on high" (Jn.3, 3). Just as we are born to natural life through our parents, we are 
born to another higher life in Baptism. When Jesus said: "I have come that they may have life 
and have it in abundance" (Jn.10,10), he was promising us not the natural life that is acquired 
through conjugal union, but the Divine Life that he has from eternity. , as Son of God.




7. WHAT IS THE PERSON WITH THE BAPTISM RELEASED? 
Grace, Divine Life in us, can not coexist with any kind of sin. By being baptized, we are 
automatically freed from original sin or any other sin, if the baptized person is an adult. Usually 
the forgiveness of original sin is mentioned (although it is not well understood) and the most 
important thing that is the divinization of our souls is overlooked.


8. WHAT GOD GIVES US WITH BAPTISM? 
Baptism, by communicating to us the Life of Grace, which is nothing other than Divine Life, 
makes us children of God the Father, brothers of Jesus Christ, temples of the Holy Spirit and 
children of Mary Most Holy, members of the Church and participants of their infinite merits, 
imprinting in our souls an indelible character. But there is still more: Baptism makes us HOLY 
because holiness consists precisely in living in Grace of God, in carrying in us the same Divine 
Life. "Be holy as your Heavenly Father is Holy" is the desire of Jesus Christ.


9. WHAT IS NECESSARY FOR THE BAPTISM OF ADULTS 
Adults, just as anyone who has reached the use of reason, to receive Baptism validly, must 
have the following provisions: 1. First, the will, the desire to receive it, because God imposes 
no one Grace, give it generously to everyone who loves it and does not put an obstacle to it. 
The great St. Augustine says: "God, who created you without you, will not save you without 
you." The cooperation of the adult subject is necessary. .

Therefore, there is no right to baptize anyone against their will, nor to an adult deprived of 
meaning unless he had previously expressed the will to be baptized; but there is the right to 
baptize a demented man, deprived without remedy of the use of reason.

2. But it is also necessary that the baptizing with the use of reason (child or adult) has sufficient 
knowledge of the Christian Doctrine, both the truths contained in the Creed and the 
Commandments of God and the means of Sanctification, mainly the Sacraments .

It is what the Church calls the Catechumenate, which in ancient times was extremely serious 
and could be prolonged for years. The Catechumenate or formation of the catechumens is 
intended to enable them, in response to the divine initiative and in union with the ecclesial 
community, to bring their conversion and faith to maturity. It is a duly prolonged formation and 
novitiate of the Christian life, in which the disciples unite with Christ, their Master.


10. WHAT ARE THE THREE CLASSES OF BAPTISM? 
The Church teaches that there are three kinds of Baptism: by water, by desire and by blood.

How would it be possible for God in his infinite love to deny salvation to a good man who did 
not ask for Baptism simply because he never knew about it?

That aphorism that "outside the Church there is no salvation" must be interpreted including 
those who have loved God as they knew Him and have fulfilled the Natural Law inscribed in 
their hearts; those who did not work against their conscience and who, had they been 
Evangelized, would have liked to be baptized. That is considered the Baptism of desire.

Similarly, if someone not baptized suffered martyrdom for the sake of Christ or was simply 
killed for not acting against their conscience, of which the church has many cases, it would 
receive the Baptism of Blood and certainly be saved.


11. WHAT HAPPENS TO CHILDREN WHO DIE WITHOUT BAPTISM? 
As for the children who died without baptism, the Church can only entrust them to divine 
mercy, as the rite of their funeral says: "Our God, knowing the hearts and consolation of the 
spirit, you know the faith of these fathers; consolation to believe that the son, whose death 
they mourn, is in the hands of your mercy. " In fact, the great mercy of God, who wants all men 
to be saved (1 Tim.2,4) and the tenderness of Jesus for the children, which made him say "Let 
the children come to Me, they are not you prevent "(Mc.10,14), they allow us to trust that there 
is a way of salvation for them. That is why the call of the Church is even more urgent not to 
prevent young children from coming to Christ through the gift of Holy Baptism.




12. AND WHAT HAPPENS TO BAPTIZED IN OTHER NON-CATHOLIC CHURCHES? 
Those who believe in Christ and have ritually received Baptism are in some communion, 
although not perfect, with the Catholic Church. Having been justified by faith in Baptism, they 
have been incorporated into Christ and therefore with all right are honored with the name of 
Christians and are recognized by the Church as brothers in the Lord, although separated.


PART II. 
THE RITE OF BAPTISM IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. 

THE CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM 

13. WHAT ARE THE STEPS OF THE RITE OF BAPTISM? 
- The Sign of the Cross, at the beginning of the celebration, already indicates from the 
beginning, the seal of Christ on which it will belong and the grace of the redemption that Christ 
has acquired for us through his Cross. Everything that the Christian does, can and should be 
done in honor of the Most Holy Trinity, protected by the Cross of our Savior.

- The Biblical Readings illuminate with revealed truth, the candidates and the assembly and 
elicit the response of Faith, inseparable from Baptism. In effect, it is through faith that we enter 
the Sacramental life, the life of Grace.

-Exorcism and Prebautismal Anointing. Baptism means the liberation of sin and its instigator, 
the devil and that is why it includes an exorcism asking God that the catechumen be freed from 
the dominion of Satan and be inhabited by the Holy Spirit.

-It is anointed with the Oil of the Catechumens, consecrated by the Bishop on the previous 
Holy Thursday. As this anointing is done in the chest, it is convenient, if the baptized is a baby, 
that the clothing is sufficiently loose.

- Blessing of water. The proper material of Baptism is simple water, a sign of life and fertility. 
The priest blesses and touches the water invoking the Holy Spirit to descend on it so that the 
baptized "are born of water and the Spirit" (Jn 3, 5)

-Profession of Faith. Baptism not only means renouncing sin and Satan, but it is an option for 
the Catholic Faith. That is why with different formulas, the catechumen (or parents and 
godparents in the case of an infant) are invited to declare their decided adherence to the truths 
of our Faith. Saying "I renounce Satan and I believe in Christ the Lord" is all a commitment that 
may require a change in our lives. We should not say such important words frivolously!

- Rite of Baptism. At the moment, in the Latin Rite Church, the priest pours baptismal water on 
the head of the catechumen, pronouncing in unison the sacramental formula: "N., I baptize you 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit".

In the Eastern Rite Churches, it is customary to dip the baby three times in the baptismal font.

-The Anointing with the Holy Chrism, oil perfumed and consecrated by the bishop, means the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. He has become a Christian, that is to say "anointed" by the Holy Spirit, 
incorporated into Christ and therefore, like Him, constituted priest, prophet and king. That is 
the exalted dignity of the Christian!

-The white garment that is imposed on the newly baptized person symbolizes that "he has put 
on Christ" (Gal 3:27) and that he has risen with him. He is a figure of the Sanctifying Grace, of 
the purity of the soul, now free from all sin.

-The light of Christ. From the Paschal Candle, the baptized or their parents or godparents 
receive the Light of the World, symbolizing that Christ has enlightened the new Christian. At the 
same time it symbolizes that Christians should be the Light of the world, as Christ told us: 
Serious responsibility of parents and godparents is to protect and nurture the Faith of the 
baptized person so that their light never goes out.




- Our Father: Now the baptized person is already a Christian, he is the brother of Christ in 
Grace and the son of the Eternal Father. You can already say the prayer of the children of God.


14. WHO CAN RECEIVE BAPTISM? 
The Canon Law, in a concise phrase, regulates: "Every human being, not yet baptized, and 
only he is capable of receiving the baptism". (CIC 864)

In the origins of the Church, when the preaching of the Gospel was mainly heard by adults, 
baptism was usually granted to those who, having been properly instructed and initiated, 
asked for it. But since the apostolic times, many children were baptized when "whole houses" 
received the Faith. (Acts 1, 6, 15, 18, 8, 1 Cor 1, 16)

Since children are born with a fallen human nature, lacking in the divine Life and stained with 
original sin, they also need the new birth of Baptism to enjoy the freedom of the children of 
God. Therefore the Church and the parents would deprive the child of the inestimable grace of 
being a child of God if they do not administer Baptism soon after his birth.

Some say that baptizing a child is to impose a religion that he has not asked for and that we 
must wait until he is an adult and that he decides which church he wants to belong to. It is a 
mistake born of ignorance. The son was not asked for his opinion to give him the natural life: 
he was granted for love. So it is with the Divine Life. Leaving a child unbaptized is a sign that 
parents do not have the Christian faith or know what the Grace of God is.

The Christian Faith acquired in Baptism must grow and develop. That is why the promises of 
Baptism are renewed every year on the night of Easter.


15. WHAT IS EXPECTED OF THE SPONSORS OF BAPTISM? 
These must be authentically Catholic people, capable of giving true Christian witness to their 
godchildren. Therefore, those who live in prison or adultery or who in some way would be a 
bad example or cause for scandal are excluded.

The language itself indicates the beautiful role of sponsors as they are "parents-with" and the 
baptized person becomes "godson" or "as-child". Therefore, it is not convenient to accept the 
sponsorship of many godchildren, being such a big responsibility.

The parents and godparents must therefore take care of the Christian formation of the children 
by providing them with a solid Christian environment, being able to help them in the different 
stages of their lives, in the clarification of their doubts, in the accompaniment of the 
sacramental life, in life of prayer, etc ...


16 WHO CAN BAPTIZE? 
Ordinary ministers of Baptism are the bishop and the presbyter as well as the deacons. But in 
case of need, anyone, even unbaptized, can baptize.

It is enough to have simple water on hand and spill it on the head or on any part of the body of 
the child saying: "I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit". This must be taken into account especially in gynecological hospitals, where there are 
frequent cases of danger of death of the newborn. Doctors, nurses, parents, must provide the 
baby with Divine Grace. In case of survival, the child must be presented in the parish, noting 
that he is baptized and the ceremony is completed.


17. WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF FAITH OF BAPTISM OR DO I ALSO CALL 
CERTIFICATE OF BAPTISM? 
When a child is baptized, he receives a document signed by the priest who baptized him, 
attesting to the fact. It is a very important document that corresponds to the record raised in 
the Parochial Books. It must be totally in agreement in all the data, mainly in the name of the 
baptized one, with the birth certificate raised in the civil registry. Many problems arise when 
carelessness or negligence do not match the two documents, they are lost or destroyed. The 



Christian must appreciate his Faith of Baptism and celebrate the day he was made a child of 
God.


18. WHY IS A GOOD NAME FOR BAPTIZING IMPORTANT?

In Baptism, the Name of the Lord sanctifies man and the Christian receives his name in the 
Church. It can be the name of a Saint, that is, of a disciple who lived an exemplary life of 
fidelity to God. When placed under the patronage of a Saint, the Christian is offered a model of 
life and his intercession guaranteed.

"Let the parents, godparents and the parish priest try not to impose a name that is foreign to 
the Christian feeling" (CCC 855).

There is in some environments the custom of choosing for the children names inspired by soap 
operas, artists, athletes, or foreign names imitating other cultures, denying our identity and our 
history.

Knowing our Patron Saint and celebrating his day is part of our Christian life.


